
CALIFORNIA VEHICLE CODE 4000.4: Registration Required: 
Primary Use 
 
4000.4.  (a) Except as provided in Sections 6700, 6702, and 6703, 
any vehicle which is registered to a nonresident owner, and which is 
based in California or primarily used on California highways, shall 
be registered in California. 
   (b) For purposes of this section, a vehicle is deemed to be 
primarily or regularly used on the highways of this state if the 
vehicle is located or operated in this state for a greater amount of 
time than it is located or operated in any other individual state 
during the registration period in question. 
 

 

CALIFORNIA VEHICLE CODE 17150, 17151: Liability of Private 
Owners 
 
17150.  Every owner of a motor vehicle is liable and responsible for 
death or injury to person or property resulting from a negligent or 
wrongful act or omission in the operation of the motor vehicle, in 
the business of the owner or otherwise, by any person using or 
operating the same with the permission, express or implied, of the 
owner. 
 
17150.5.  The presumptions created by Section 803 of the Family Code 
as to the acquisition of property by a married woman by an 
instrument in writing shall not apply in an action based on Section 
17150 with respect to the acquisition of a motor vehicle by a married 
woman and her husband. 
 
17151.  (a) The liability of an owner, bailee of an owner, or 
personal representative of a decedent imposed by this chapter and not 
arising through the relationship of principal and agent or master 
and servant is limited to the amount of fifteen thousand dollars 
($15,000) for the death of or injury to one person in any one 
accident and, subject to the limit as to one person, is limited to 
the amount of thirty thousand dollars ($30,000) for the death of or 
injury to more than one person in any one accident and is limited to 
the amount of five thousand dollars ($5,000) for damage to property 
of others in any one accident. 
   (b) An owner, bailee of an owner, or personal representative of a 
decedent is not liable under this chapter for damages imposed for the 
sake of example and by way of punishing the operator of the vehicle. 
Nothing in this subdivision makes an owner, bailee, or personal 
representative immune from liability for damages imposed for the sake 
of example and by way of punishing him for his own wrongful conduct.  


